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ESCAP’s VLR Journey

Launch of the Penang
Platform for Sustainable
Urbanization (PPSU) at Launch of the Asia-Pacific

APUF7 in Penang, Regional Guidelines on VNR-VLR Lab (associate
Malaysia VLRs event of the 8t APFSD)
First Leadership meeting Piloting in 2 South Asian VLR online portal
at WUF10 in Abu Dhabi, and 4 South-East Asian
UAE cities

e Guidelines co-produced with 16 PPSU members including UN-Habitat, UNDP, UCLG
ASPAC, Urbanice Malaysia, IGES and others

* Fully aligned with UNDESA’s Global Guiding Elements for VLRs
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Regional Guidelines on VLRs

Asia-Pacific Regional
Guidelines on
Voluntary Local Reviews

Reviewing local progress to accelerate action for the
Sustainable Development Goals

Complete

Responsive
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Getting Started: The VLR Process

Key phases
inthe VLR Planning and Gathering inputs " :
I ollow-u
development institutionalizing and data AL P
process
2.1 Institutional
ownership and
arrangement 2.4 Measuring 4.1 Preparing the 4.2 Following up
2.2 Linking priorities progress VLR report onthe VLR
and structuring
Guidelines delivery
content i = & P
2.3 Stakeholder engagement )
3.3 Operationalizing VLR-VNR integration )

7R\
@ ESCAP
S

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER




Integrating National and Local Review of the SDGs
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Source: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2018.

Strengthen legitimacy of local
follow-up and review of the
SDGs

Systems Thinking approach
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Operationalizing VNR-VLR Integration

Basis for effective integration Actions to consider
@ VNR REPORT
Inforrpation o VLBS VNR used as a reference
fully integrated within to conduct a VLR
the VNR
_ . : Design and communicate Design the VNRs and VLRs
TOp down Bottom-u P mechsaentirr?\ e:on::on:rlt . the VNR timetable to allow asan interconnected
VIR e 2T S lidat thpR/LR SNGs to submit VLR that stakeholder engagement
VLRs used to engage FOROIETE HE LD actually inform the VNRs mechanism
to address structural y

wider and more diverse .

issues that SNGs are not
stakeholders

mandated to respond to

PROCESS VLR REPORT
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VLR E-learning Platform

Interactive Visually engaging

Tested tools and
resources

] Practical

Different content for
different users

@ Targeted

@ | virunescap.org
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Great!

Select any of the top two concerns you have:

| 1 am concerned that the VLR

might not be a priority for the O
next administration in case of

| am concerned about not
having enough financial

sources to conduct & VLR,
- a political transition. —
: e
- L o 3
- v a-hild
-
)
- —“'-"_ & 1 am concerned sbout the
; - v | 1 am concerned about lack of challenges in bringing together
- W - : clasity and leadership when different city departments and
- - ", \ conducting a VLR. stakeholder groups to
e < _.w': _ comprehensively conduct a VLR.
— T R e
- ™ a vy S
o & me— i
. -‘"ﬁ i T
-
. . - 1 am concerned about how 1 am concerned about the
much time a8 VLR would take

availability and collection
up from my akready-busy

meaningful VLR.

of quality data to conduct &

If it was not obvious already, the VLR
process represents a good opportunity 1o
bring people together and improve
communication between the city and its
many different partners. Let's work on that

-m..-g

Having the right institutional arrangements
In place can bulld ownership, generate
support and enthusiasm for the VLR process
and make It more sustainable.

LT T ]

Before |dentifying @ model of institutional
arrangement that would work best for you,
let's take a moment to Identify your top
two concems regarding the VLR process.




Lessons Learned

High-level
political
support

Enabling Dedicated
environment team

Meaningful Vertical

stakeholder S
awareness coordination
engagement




VLR: A Continuous Process

lllustration: the 'Design Squiggle' by Damian Newman
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THANK YOU

Follow us:
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